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This made confusion in Democratic ranks, which got worse on the breath-
taking news that Sherman had taken Atlanta, Sheridan had cleared the
ShenandoaK Valley, and the war that had been a failure was becoming a
success.
Carl Schnrz, major-general on leave from the Army of the Potomac, in
one speech let the American Eagle scream. In fifty years the country would
have lOOjOOOjOoo people, in another century 500,000,000, and the purpose of
the North was a free Republic *so strong that its pleasure will be consulted
before any power on earth will undertake to disturb the peace of the world*.
The 'rebellion7 had lifted the nation from its childhood. sShe did not know
before how strong she was.*
One Union party pamphlet signed by the French liberal Professor
Edouard Laboulaye held 'The world is a solidarity, and the cause of America
is the cause of liberty*. So long as a society of 30,000,000 people across the
Atlantic lived 4under a government of their choice, with laws made by
themselves', Europe could hope. 'But should liberty become eclipsed in
the New World, it would become night in Europe', and power would go
to fithe whole school which believes only in violence and in success*. There-
fore Laboulaye and his associates were 'praying God that the name which
shall stand first on the ballot [of November] shall be that of honest and up-
right Abraham Lincoln'. From the English liberal parliamentary leader John
Bright came a letter wishing for Lincoln's re-election because it would over
Europe 'and indeed throughout the world' deepen men's faith in republican
institutions.
In this fall campaign of '64 at no moment was there any letdown of the
intensity of the slavery issue, the race question, the ins and outs of the
Emancipation Proclamation. One side feared racial and social equality was
coming soon. The other side held freedom of the slave to be inevitable and
that unless the slavery institution was removed it would wreck the Union.
Overtowering all other issues was the personality and character of Lincoln,
Ms acts, decisions, words. He was the spokesman and the master mind of
tie war in a more strict sense than any other person. 1 have been controlled
by events/ he had written in a letter he made public in the spring of '64.
4My policy is to have no policy/ he had said to a secretary in the spring of
*6i. He swung out and came back with changing tides of thought and feeling
in the American people. On one issue he stood granite-hard, crystal-clear.
Tttat was the Union, its preservation. On all other issues he would have
compromised, and so indicated to the public.
Year after year the two foremost American newspapers had criticized
and beittded Lincoln, The New York HeraU and its publisher James Gordon
. Bcttnatt saw Mm as too friendly with the antiskvery crowd. The New York